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Punching holes 

The disk decapitator 


By Yazann Roma hi 
Special 10 The Star 

HAVE YOU ever used those ri¬ 
diculous hole punchers, the ones 
that make a double density 
diskette save up to 1.44 MB? 

If you have, then you're 
heading for trouble. These 
killer devices have become 

J iuite popular in Jordan. In 
act, many computer stores £ 
actually charge you for 
putting a hole into your 
diskette and some even 
sell you the hole punch- 
er. It is only fair to tell 
you that this method 
does not workl The rea- 
son that it seemingly 
works at first is due to 
a slight difference be¬ 
tween a double densi- E&v. 

ty diskette and a high ***$ 

density one. This dif¬ 
ference lies in the structure of the 
diskette. . 

Both diskettes are coated with 
cobalt and they both have die 
same number of tracks per inch. 
However, the thickness of the 
high density diskette is less than 
the double density diskette. Sci¬ 
entifically speaking, the thinner 
the disk, the less magnetic Influ¬ 
ence a region of the disk has on 
other adjacent regions. - 
To help you visualize this, 
think of the amount of data stored 
as magnets, and thickness as the 
size of the magnets. Lets say that 
you used 16 marble-like magnets 
to form a square of 4x4. If we as¬ 
sumed the distance between each 
magnet to be 8 cm,' then each 
miignet does not affect the one 
next to it. Think of this as the' 
double density disk, In' the high 
density diskette there should be 
more magnets (since we said that 
each of these magnets represents 
a certain amount of data). Let's 
take this number to be 36 (6x6 


This is what happens when you 
format a double density diskette 
as a high density one. Thiny six 
of the larger magnets are forced 
to fit in the same square with less 
distance separating 
; them, 


which causes, as we said, non 
alignment. Rom the previous ex¬ 
ample we can see why thinner 
disks accept many more bits per 
inch without eventually degrad¬ 
ing. Did I say degrading? Yes, 
I’m afraid it's true. 

A 3.5" double density diskette 
formatted as a high density dis¬ 
kette initially seems to work. 
However, if you fill this type of 
diskette with 1.44 MB worth of 
data, you will eventually notice 
that the disk is unreadable. On 
average, it takes about four to 


seven months before a couple of 
files, suddenly, have unreadable 
sectors after which the remainder 
of the data hurriedly disappears. 

There is a way though to in¬ 
crease the lifetime of your data 
by periodically rewriting the data 
before any degrada¬ 
tion is noticeable. 
> If you change 
the data on the 
' disk, at least 
every four 

p months, you 

should be some¬ 
what safe. You can¬ 
not guarantee the safety 
of your data. However, 
it is safer than doing 
nothing about It. 

Like many, thinking 
that I could save a lot of 
money, 1 borrowed the 
hole puncher from a 
friend and proceeded to 
make holes of death into 
all my disks. After some 
months, I went on a hol¬ 
iday to England. There I 
discovered that it was 
only a matter of time before the 
degradation epidemic destroyed 
my disks. Curiously searching for 
books on how disks operate, I 
found some excellent material 
which confirmed my findings. 

After coming home, 1 trans¬ 
ferred the data to real high densi¬ 
ty disks using PC Tools (you can 
also use DOS’s DISKCOPY). 

I went to all this trouble and 
lost some data lust to save some 
money. After aft, the purpose of 
using disks Is to store data rather 
than sit around waiting to lose it! 


Jordan lifts ban on 
Microsoft Corp. products 


For these, to fit In the same, 
square, the distance between each 
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cm initead of ft cut). This means 
bringing'the. magnets closer. By: 
doing so, smaller magnets, (about 
344b smaller), have lo be used so 
that their magnetic force dries riot 
change ihe position, pf adjacent 
magnets. Sirica magnets csriribt. 
become smaller hi real diskettes, 
toss of data Is a liability (dub tb ; 
non-alignment caused by impul¬ 
sion arid StUKiioobewwiimghrii). 


• CONTRIBUTING TO the 
confusion of computer users In 
Jordan and the area, the boycott 
officer at the customs department 
Issued a notification last week 


ablzcd products and allowing 
these products to be distributed 
and'used freely in Jordan, the 
boycott has been.frozen until the: 
Arab Boycott Bureau (ABB) puts 
the matter to a vote in Damascus 
next petober. '■. 

: \Thk Star learned that the cus¬ 
tom! department has consulted 
tome, establishments In Jordan 
. such as the Royal Scientific Soci¬ 


ety (RSS) concerning the effect 
of such a ban on the computer 
sector in Jordan. 


Specialized Technical Systems 
(STS), Microsoft's dealers in Jor- 


m nv* T 

vertlseipeot campaign which ap¬ 
peared in the local newspapers 
starting last Tuesday. 

Jordan , was the Second to issue 
the ban after Kuwait last July on 
basis of accusations . that 
Microsoft cooperated with an Is¬ 
raeli company in the Arabization 
of sbriie of its products. 

' .Saudi Arabia remalns the only 
Country withholding the ban; ■ 
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Sky high prices of foreign 
computer magazines 

A COMMON complaint amongst 1 1 

many Jordanian computer users nowa- i f ‘ ■ M : 

days is the high price they have to pay r ■ t 
for imported computer magazines. * § & 

Upon walking into a bookshop and in- i - '* - 1 I 
noccntly searching for a computer 9 k f 

magazine within the limits of your t . f 
budget which suits your needs, it be- - J 
comes apparent that it is too much to / • t , I 

hope for. " i 'I ' 

The asking price of most computer u_/ * 1 

magazines is just too much and should ’ 

be heavily decreased. You end up asking yourself wether Ifi 
worth investing up to JD 7 in a computer magazine? 

Let's take, for example, a magazine that costs £3.50 in Britain. 
Now, if you were to transfer mis sum into Jordanian Dinars at 
the highest exchange rate, add half the price to the sum to cover 
freight and customs and a reasonable profit for the distributor, 
you still wouldn't get the asking price of JD 7,501 It's appalling 
shocking and disgusting. How on earth do they expect us to in¬ 
crease our computer knowledge or even bother to read computer 
magazines at all. 


ztne tor tun and just enjoy having it. Nowadays, buying a maga¬ 
zine seems like an investment decision which requires careful 
study. A computer magazine I used to buy beck in 1985 for 950 
Fils costs a staggering JD 4.75 today. Of course, 1 don't buy it 
any more. Most of my friends have stopped buying it too. The 
proof that the readership of many of these magazines has gone 
down is that the amounts that are distributed today are much leu 
than before. To a distributor, it should make more sense to have 
more readers at a lower price than have very few ones at a very 
high price. 

Are Jordanian computer users destined to become computer Il¬ 
literate? Arabic language computer magazines have saved many 
users from such a rate. Priced at a reasonable range of JD 1-2 
they are attracting more readers every month. 

If you were to draw a simple comparison between Arabic and 
English language magazines on the market, you'd find that they 
are almost equally informative and that Arabic magazines are 
much better value for money. Magazines like Alam Al- 
Computer (JD 1.50) and Apple magazine (JD 1) are very good 
examples of extremely informative literature at a reasonable 
price. Still, catalogue size magazines like PC World and Mac 


ere buy these magazines for the huge number of advertisements 


I U'H It'.l 11 1 ' J.T:U'i:n.T ■inB, 7:1 ■ a 1 1-Bi i'«■ 1 .11 l' V ■ l i'.b'.J H.l 


them with the ability to order products they probably wouldn't 
find on the local market. 

.The problem doesn't only apply to computer magazines since 
oil sorts of other magazines are also overpriced. For instance, an 
Architectural magazine targeted at the Third world developing; 
countries actually costs JD 161 Maybe they better target it 
third world millionaires! 

However, let’s stick to our owft business and push for a de¬ 
crease in computer magazine prices. Jordanian readers are al¬ 
ways accused of complaining too much about everything. In 
fact, magazine distributors claim that wo'd even be complabutg. 
if magazines were given to us free! Answers like "If you dart 
like it, don't buy it! cannot be accepted any more since this |j 
definitely no way to deal with the problem. Personally, I dart 
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prices should do the trick. We had better start discussing this op¬ 
tion seriously before we ; aU end up 1 with one of two things; either 
a hole In our pockets or computer illiteracy. ■ 


Amman Computer Expo 1992 

The,latest news on the annual Amman computer expo orga- 
"J 2 ?! J ordan Computer Society (JCS) for this jwj 
that It will be held at the Amman International Exhibition Ceov 
tre In MarJ Al Hamam. lt will bf held between 18 and 23 of 
October. • : T- ' 

Already 1950 square metres of space have been takea-Jv 
computer companies Which Is a clear sign of the expected p* 
of the show that win deflnltdiy airpass last yean show. | < 
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Congratulates the Jordanian people on the 
recovery of 

His Majesty King Hussein 

and wishes him long life and good health 
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Biweekly economic newsletter 
This Issue: 

■ Minister of Information on 
Jordan's Media Business 

■ ESCWA Session in Amman 
p Will Hariri Buy Al Mashreq? 

■ Chinese Fair in Town. 
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On the; Occasion of 
TfiePrDphet'sBirthday 
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ARAB BANK 

has tile honour to convey to 


d to tho Jo^aiiiah people 
;! \ its ffliciiatipiis and -a. 
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W E E K 

An unconventional report on 
Jordanian news and views 


Th* pram also fml 
th« hmmt In thn 
dnputlm earn 

■ The arrest and interrogation of 
two Lower House deputies over 
their alleged association with an 
illegal militant group has focused 
attention on the role of the press 
in reporting the circumstances, 
and of the detention and (he polit¬ 
ical and legal aspects of the case. 
One government minister de¬ 
scribed some press coverage as 
"obstructing Justice". 

Newspaper editors say the local 
press cannot ignore a major news 
story like the arrest of two mem¬ 
bers of Parliament. The govern¬ 
ment agrees, but charges that the 
press is violating penal codes by 
publishing stories and statements 
on a criminal case that is in the 
hands of the prosecutors. Editors 
have responded by pointing to 
the fact that the foreign press has 
reported the case extensively, 
■quoting unnamed Jordanian offi¬ 
cials in most cases. 

One editor comments that the 
official news agency was taken 
off guard when news of deputy 
Yacoub Qarrash's arrest was first 
reported by foreign wire services. 
Another says the government did 
not Issue a statement when Depu¬ 
ty Laith Shbeilat was arrested. 

Newspaper editors have de¬ 
manded that the government reg¬ 
ularly issue statements informing 
the public of the developments of 
the case, The government has re¬ 
sponded by saving that as theex- 
ecutive branch. It cannot com¬ 
ment on investigations carried 
out by the Judicial branch. 

Newspapers have covered press 
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Last Thursday's cover of 
Shihan newspaper 

■ conferences and published state- 
menu by Mrs Shbeilat and the 
lawyers of the two deputies in ad¬ 
dition to running statements by 
parliamentary blocs. 

One government source says 
the whole issue is getting out of 
hand and that somepapers have 
portrayed the case as a prelude to 
confrontation between the gov¬ 
ernment and the Islamists. He 
says Jordanians should wait until 
results of the investigations are 
made public and an indictment is 
filed against either of the depu¬ 
ties. 

"One paper has tried and exe¬ 
cuted the two deputies,” the gov¬ 
ernment official says. Editors 
agree that coverage has in some 
cases gone too far in offering 
conclusions. They say they- will 
try to limit their coverage to news 
rather than views if the govern¬ 
ment facilitates a regular' news 
briefing on the case. 
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Lebanon's waters. Israeli negotia¬ 
tors, the paper says will ask for 
a share of the Litani River waters 
in return for allowing Jordan a 
Wgger'share of the Jordan and 
YenndUk riyers' waters. 

Unemployed 
■ 1 Palestinian v\ 
graduates onthe 

■ Mere than 13,obo ; Palestinian 
students have graduated- from - 
universities in the occupied'Arab 
territories since 1976, according 
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I hope the West won't 
object to the fact that we 
have a sporting spirit 



Jordan, Syria and 
Israel talk on 
Yarmouk River 
sharing * 

■ Jordan and Israel may have 
made progress on their water 
talks, Al Quds newspaper report¬ 
ed from Jerusalem this week. It \ 
said that Israel has agreed to a 
Jordanian request to increase Jor¬ 
dan's quota of Yarmouk River 
waters by about 80 million cubic 
meters annually. 

But the paper, in a report from 
Damascus, says with Syria's pos¬ 
sible participation in the next 
round of multilateral talks, the 
water issue will focus on the sub¬ 
ject of Yarmouk water sharing 

§ lans among Israel, Jordan and 
yria. 

The paper says Israel will use 
the Yarmouk issue, where Jordan 
and Syria have vested interests, 
as a bargaining chip. In the past 
Israel has objected to Joraan- 
Syrian cooperation on the 225 
million cubic meter Al Wihda 
Dam across theYarmouk. 

According to the 1987 Al Wih¬ 
da Dam agreement, Jordan would 
have used more than 100 million 
cubic meters of Yarmouk waters 
in addition to one quarter of elec¬ 
tric power generated by the dam's 
turbines. 

- Israel claimed that since it has 
borders along the Yarmouk Riv¬ 
er, 8 tributary of the River Jor¬ 
dan, it should have a say on the 
$450 million, World Bank fund¬ 
ed project. Syria has rejected Is¬ 
rael 1 * request 


\JqMRIfai 

to a recently Issued report 
Al Nqjah University in Nablus 
is expected to graduate at least 
2000 this year. But the Higher 
Education Council in the occu¬ 
pied areas says the rate of unem¬ 
ployment among fresh graduates 
may reach 50 percent 
Palestinian experts blame the 
Israeli occupation. Dr Moham¬ 
mad Ishteieh from Beir Zeit Uni¬ 
versity says the Israeli authorities 
still refuse to give the university 
a permit to run an agricultural 
college. 

In addition, Israel puts restric¬ 
tions on the opening of new 
banks and other institutions, 
which can absorb hundreds of 
Palestinian graduates. 

Council statistics show that at 
least 60 percent of Palestinian 
graduates hold degrees in arts 
and Sharia .compared to about 5 
percent who have degrees in rare 
specialities such as medicine and 
hotel management. 

Bethlehem University gradu¬ 
ates also have problems in get¬ 
ting Israel's recognition of their 
degrees. Meanwhile, about 3000 
students have enrolled at Al Quds 
Open University, which opened 
last year. The first batch will 
graduate from this university in 
1994. They too are expected to 
iota thousands of unemployed 
Palestinian graduates. 

ACOR holds 
conference on 
cultural resources 
management 

■ Cultural resources manage¬ 
ment will be the theme of a sev¬ 
eral-day conference which will 
o^arin Amman on 19 Septem¬ 



ber. The conference, which ri 
be sponsored by the America 
Center of Oriental Reseat 
(ACOR) in cooperation withfo 
Department of Amiqultk wffl 
be the basis for developing fi*. 
ther coordination between m 
opment agencies and the Derev 
ment of Antiquities, according a 
ACOR. 

"The conference on Cuhunl 
Resources Management . (CRM) 
in Jordan is an excellent oppojt* 
nity to present the CRM pram 
to a wide audience, especisny io 
experts and officials working fa 
the development sector," ACOR 
Director Pierre Bikai said hi 
press release. 

He said ACOR and the Depst- 
mem of Antiquities are intrqdoc> 
tag this program to protect J# 
dan's environmental, beta ad 
to avoid needless destruction d 
cultural resources. 

Mr Bikai said "Jordan 1 ! (pec- 
tacular past will increasingly M 
victim to the march of pope* 1 
which Is jeopardizing the ow- 
try*s cultural heritage, 

El Sheriff off to Cairo 

■ Minister of Information MA- 
moud El Sherlf will love An¬ 
num for Cairo next week to per- 
ticipate in the meetings of A® 
foreign ministers which will jta 
In the Egyptian capital on 19 Sep¬ 
tember. Mr Shcrix will alsoh$ 
talks with Egyptian trffidali« 
means of enhancing M# 
Egyptian relations. - ' 
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What on Earth are we eating? 

Jordanian farmers are accused of abusing pesticides outside ofgovernment control 



By 8 Star Staff Writer 

WHEN SAUDI Arabia rejected 
tnidcloads of Jordanian fruit and 
vegetables a couple of weeks 
ago, claiming they contained dan- 

C levels of pesticide residue, 
s and the government cried 
foul. The Saudis were accused of 
dragging politics into commerce; 

Jordan's Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture Fayez Al Khasawneh denied 
Saudi allegations, saying the 
shipments in question were ex¬ 
amined by the ministry and were 
clear from any toxic residues. Dr 
Khasawneh said 95 percent of 
Jordanian farmers were aware of 
the limits of using pesticides. 

Not so, .claim,a number of Jor¬ 
danian fanners and agricultural 
experts. While all farmers regu¬ 
larly spray their crops with pesti¬ 
cides and insecticides, some of 
them break rules regulating the 
use of these toxic chemicals. 

Jordanian fruit fanner, Abdel 
Rahim Jardaneh told The Star 
that most farmers spray frequent¬ 
ly in order to grow clean crops, 
t»t some may spray "too much." 

Contrary to what was said Dr 
Khasawneh, regular examination 
of agricultural produce is not ex¬ 
istent. Officially, the import of 
pesticides and chemical agents 
used in spraying is governed by 
international standards. But abuse 
of available material by farmers 
is difficult to check. The matt 



frequent violatipn is pre-harvest 
spraying. Fanners do this to 
achieveTiandsome looking" fruit- 
and vegetables by the time the 
produce is sent to the market. 

This greatly increases the risk 
of finding pesticide residue in 
produce when it reaches consu¬ 
mers. Currently farmers may be 
fined up to JD100 if traces of 
chemical residue are found in 
■ their produce. 

Jordanian farmers complain of 
having to fight an increasingly 
tolerant pest, the white fly, and a 
number of viruses which threaten 
various crops. But frequent spray¬ 
ing renders the white fly immune 
to most insecticides. 

"For Jordanian farmers, the 
only available way to fight pests 
and insects is to spray," said Mr 
Jardaneh. But he and French agri¬ 
cultural expert at the Ministry of 
Agriculture Mr Philippe Ospital, 
point to the need for introducing 
Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM), a method which combines 
tiie intelligent use of pesticides' 
with the help of natural enemies 
and predators of insects. 

The IPM method, used in Eu¬ 
rope, the United States rad other 
parts of tiie world, reduces the 
need for chemical treatment of 
agricultural products. However, it 
requires research and money be¬ 
fore it can be adopted by Jordani¬ 
an farmers. "In Jordan we know 
nothing about natural predators 
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Fresh from the field, but are 
they sqfe to eat? 

(of pests and insects) because we 
have little research," said Mr Jar¬ 
daneh. Even if government tod¬ 
ies or universities research this 
subject, results are not passed on 
to fanners. IPM needs money, 
training and cooperation between 
the government and fanners. 

Meanwhile, with little govern¬ 
ment control over the way fann¬ 
ers spray then crops, Mr Ospital 
said Jordanian farmers are spray¬ 
ing to the maximum levels. 

Recent studies on the amount 
of residue retained by fruit and 
vegetables by the lime they reach 


consumers are not available. The 
last known study on this subject 
was conducted in 1987 by 
USAID, and the government is 
said to have concluded that abuse 
(by farmers) includes over¬ 
application rad inadequate pre- 
harvest application, resulting in 
excessive levels of pesticide resi¬ 
dues in local fruits and vegeta¬ 
bles and potential health and en¬ 
vironmental problems. 

Mr Jardaneh, a pharmacist by 
education, said that abuse of pes¬ 
ticides can affect humans in vari¬ 
ous ways. Depending on the level 
of residue ana the kind of chemi¬ 
cal agent used, infected produce 
may cause diarrhea or seriously 
affect the nervous system. Long¬ 
term consumption of foods with 
chemical residues may cause can¬ 
cer, according to published medi¬ 
cal studies. 

Jordanians have reacted to 
news of possible chemical con¬ 
tamination of local produce by 
peeling some vegetables, such as 
tomatoes, or avoiding others 
completely such as cucumbers. 
But without forceful government 
inspection and enforcement of 
regulations, hazards to public 
health will continue to haunt the 
public, experts say. Moreover, 
nard-currency earnings from agri¬ 
cultural exports are bound to suf¬ 
fer, as Gulf and European import¬ 
ers Of Jordanian produce follow 
Saudi Arabia's suit, they say. ■ 


■ The cabinet has approved an 
agreement to reschedule its 70 
million Belgium franc debt to 
Belgium's Export Guarantees 
Corp. Central Bank governor 
Mohammad Saeed Al Nabulsi 
will sign the rescheduling 
agreement 

■ A. team of Chinese experts 
will arrive in Amman by the 
end of this month to explore op¬ 
portunities for cooperation 
with the Jordanian authorities 
in the field of mineral excava¬ 
tion, 

■ A Royal Decree postponing 
the opening of Parliament's 
next ordinary session by two 
months until January next year 
will be issued soon, informed 
sources have said. The session, 
which will open with the King’s 
speech from The Throne, was 
scheduled to begin on 2 Novem¬ 
ber. 

■ Prisoners who have served 
half of their sentences could be 
pardoned upon the return of 
His Majesty King Hussein to 
Jordan. Sources said that a spe¬ 
cial committee have started 
preparations for their release. 

■ Mr Munib Touqan wfli soon 
be reinstated as Royal Jordani¬ 
an’s vice president for public 
relations, Informed sources 
have revealed. 
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An elegant and romantic 
restaurant bar presents an 
innovative menu, with a great 
assortment of mixed drinks and 
live entertainment. 
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4 THE STAR 


By Deniz Arsalan 

ANKARA — Turkey has suc¬ 
cessfully negotiated a halt to an 
escalating row wiih its neighbor 
Syria over the distribution of the 
river water originating in its terri¬ 
tory, but the prospects for a long¬ 
term resolution of the festering 
disputes over its ambitious irriga¬ 
tion projects remain slim. 

The inauguration of its gigantic 
Aialurk Dam on the Euphrates re¬ 
newed recrimination with neigh¬ 
boring Syria which receives the 
Euphrates before it reaches Iraq 
and the Basrah estuary on the 
Gulf. The risk of a potential 
punch-up was avoided by last- 
minute diplomacy during which 
common sense prevailed. But as 
one diplomatic source remarked, 
"The major reason why Turkey 
and Syria are talking to each oth¬ 
er at all is because both are over¬ 
whelmed by some of the more 
pressing, already violent crises 
on their borders. Diplomats cite 
the crises in Bosnia, Lebanon and 
Iraq as the prime reasons why, 
for the moment at least, the water 
dispute seems to have been put 
on the back burner. 

As Middle East analysts have 
said time and time again, the wa¬ 
ter dispute has the potential of 
sparking a major international 
conflict when all other causes 
have been removed or neutral¬ 
ized. This is because water is be¬ 
coming scarcer and regional pop¬ 
ulation and its demand growing 
bigger. Water, as the essence of 
survival, is a serious contender 
for the role of an instigator of a 
violent upheaval involving neigh¬ 
bors. 

Turkey is the source of the two 
major rivers in the region, the Eu¬ 
phrates and the Tigris, although 
Ankara points out that water 




Turkey averts a 
water war, for now 
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from the two historic waterlines 
comprises less than a third of its 
potential resources. Turkey's cru- 
ics maintain that it has excess wa¬ 
ter and its Irrigation programs are 
designed to deprive its neighbors 
downstream of scarce resources, 
a charge that Ankara denies vehe¬ 
mently. 

The-$3.5 billion Ataturk Dam, 


built about 70 miles north of Syr¬ 
ia, is only partially operational, 
with only two of its eight turbines 
generating electricity. The other 
six will come on stream by the 
end of 1993. Turkey, the most in¬ 
dustrialized of the countries in 
the region, is chronically short of 
electricity and hopes that the dam 
will produce enough power to fed 


its agriculture, industry and 
homes in backward eastern Tur¬ 
key. 

What about its neighbors? The 
issue has sparked heated argu¬ 
ments in conference rooms and 
triggered a pan-Arab diplomatic 
effort to pressure Turkey to in¬ 
crease its supply of water to Syr¬ 
ia and Iraq. Last year the two 
countries tried without success to 
force Turkey to increase its 
through-put of water. Turkey 
argued tnst it needed to regulate 
the water distribution to ensure a 
consistent supply throughout the 
year. 

Drought has blighted agricul¬ 
ture in Syria and Iraq since 1989 
but, Turkish officials point out, 
both nations received generous 
water supplies even when the riv¬ 
ers went virtually dry. The Eu¬ 
phrates water flow in summer 
months reduces to a trickle, no 
more than 100 cubic metres per 
second, compared to late winter 
flows of 7,000 cubic metres per 
second. The Turks argue mat 
their plan for multiple dams oil 
the two rivers will ensure consis¬ 
tent supply downstream instead 
of droughts In the summer and 
floods in spring. Already, they 
say, the Euphrates flow down¬ 
stream in summer months has av¬ 
eraged 500 cubic metres a second 
~ nearly five limes the actual 
flow upstream. 

Turkey’s neighbors, far from 
being convinced, have called for 
an International treaty to regulate 
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the sharing of water from the ft,, 
phrates and the Tigris. As * 
Arab diplomat remarked, 
somehow is in a stronger mKiiiJ 
diplomatically. lt^C 
to bring it to the conference ttbk 
and make it comply with Arabde- 
mands." 

Independent analysis point out 
however, that emotions have run 
high on both sides and taken 
scant notice of two fundamental 
realities about water resources in 
the Middle East. Firstly, they say 
these resources are dwindling (£ 
and, secondly, disciplined use of 
river water is inevitable. 

The recently inaugurated dun. 
the ninth largest rock-fill con¬ 
struction in the world, is one (f 
the several elements of a massive 
irrigation project that Tirtel 
hope swill transform its impover¬ 
ished southeast. But its critics 
wonder if the project, at the same 
time, will impoverish the contigu- 
ous areas in Syria and Iraq. 

The Southeast Anatolian Devel¬ 
opment Project, known by its 
Turkish acronym GAP, eventual¬ 
ly will provide 22 dams and 19 
hydroelectric power stations on 
the two rivers and cost up to $23 
billion by current estimates. Bui 
before the 20-year project can be 
realized Turkey will have to rape 
with the growing disquiet of this 
neighbors. 

President Turgut Ozal said ai 
the inauguration ceremony, at¬ 
tended, among others, by repre¬ 
sentatives of Turkic Central 
Asian republics. "The 21st centu¬ 
ry will belong to the Turks,' It's 
not difficult to imagine that the 
remark may have only confirmed 
the misgivings of other guests it 
the ceremony, including Syrian 
IrriRation Minister Abdel Rah- 


Irrigation Minister 
man AI Madam. ■ 


Academic File 




The Protective Shampoo 
against DANDRUFF 


India to host 20th World 
Marketing & Management Congress' 

• INDIA'S INSTITUTE of Marketing and Management will be hod* 
Ing the 20th World Marketing the Management Congress at the DT 
Convocation Hall, New Delhi on January 25-29, 1993. It has a very 
timely theme "Economic cooperation with West Asia and North AH* 
ca. About 1,200 delegates, from all over the world, will be an end'll 
the Congress. It will be the largest congregation of top level indudriP* 
ms, business executives, senior officials, bankers, exporters, import 1 . 
W8 > consultants'and academicians. 

The Congress will be held with the cooperation of the Indian 0w* 
emmeni (Planning Commission, Ministry of Commerce, Ministry d 
external Affairs); Centre for Management Studies of the Indian tow* 
tute of Technology, Delhi; Federation of Indian Chambers of Co£ 
rocrcc and Indmtrvi and mlirr nrotmiTRtiATic innin/iino ihi* As is PftW® 


•UJM* omgapom; Birmingham Chamber of Industry and'Corai 
tvN;; Management Association of Nepal; Marga Institute of D*' 
meat Studies, Sri Lanka among others. The specific subjects 
high-ligh ted in the Congress are technology transfer and joint ven 
^ country projects; trade opportunities; banking and finance; h 
rc i£^kvelppmcnt and utilization. 

of c <w«w is Dr (Mrs) Najma HeplullaJ 
lo 5a W« (Upper House) and the Steering Conn 
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A life in the day of 
Gary Larson 


A self-portrait by 
Gary Larson 

I HAVE to admit I sleep fairly 
late, till about 10 usually. This 
morning 1 woke to the sound of 
an electric cow alarm dock. A 
friend just gave it to me and it ac¬ 
tually moos. It's interesting but 
somehow I don't think it's going 
to last very long. 

1 have coffee immediately, read 
The New York Times and just try 
to enter the real world as gradual¬ 
ly as possib)e< ID usually have a 
bowl of cereal. Most, times my 
wife is still in bed — she is not a 
breakfast person. 

HI start drawing In the early af¬ 
ternoon, so the rest of the morn¬ 
ing is up for grabs. 1 lust potter 
about, try to get a couple of hours 
in practicing the guitar, going 
€ shopping, dentist's appointment, 
things like that. 

I have a weekly deadline. In¬ 
stead of "What do 1 have to do to¬ 
day?" it's more like "What do I 
Kill have to do by the week’s 
end?" Monday starts quite loose; 
by Friday things are a bit intense. 
Sometimes the courier is showing 
up as I'm still signing the car¬ 
toons. My publisher wants me to 
keep about a three-or four-week 
cushion of material. I used to do 
seven cartoons a week but since I 
came back from my sabbatical in 
19881 do five. 

I felt I had to take a sabbatical; 
rd been drawing The Far Side al¬ 
most every day for about eight 
years and I needed a break. We 
took 14 months off and travelled 
to Africa, to the Amazon and 
then to New York. Africa was 
marvelous, New York was may¬ 
be Twe times as dangerous but 
again it was a great experience. 

For lunch I'll usually drop in 
for sandwiches and coffee at a 
place near here. Sometimes 111 
even moke it there for breakfast. I 
r 8U«s I'm usually in jeans, tennis 
| dices and T-shirts most of the 
time but once In a while, for 
evenings out. 111 make an effort 
not to look like a slob. 

I don't draw mull I feel ready. 
Sometimes Ill just sit and doodle 
but eventually things start to hap¬ 
pen —- probably when I've got 
, enough coffee In me. The studio 
is on the top floor, a smalt room 
with a nice view over Lake 
Washington. It's all a bit chaotic. 
There's a stuffed hammer-head 


to me. I did a television interview 
once and for two weeks after¬ 
wards wherever I went there was 
someone who wanted to stop me 
and talk. It was very flattering 
but I wouldn't want to make a 
habit of it. I do get asked for au¬ 
tographs sometimes, especially at 
Christmas, but 1 guess that sort of 
thing goes with the territory. 

It's hard to explain where The 
Far Side is or where it comes 
from. I guess Fm a bit irreverent 
and cynical about the human con¬ 
dition and it's kind of fun to turn 
the tables. I'm not carrying some 
banner though; it’s the humor 
that’s important. In some ways 
my cartoons reflect the ugliness 
of American society — it's hard 
to avoid — but the politics of 
campaigning isn’t really the stuff 
of The Far Side or of me. I fol¬ 
low environmental issues pretty 
closely, and I wouldn't mind affil¬ 
iating myself with an environ¬ 
mental graupperhaps in the future. . 

I don 1 ! collaborate with anyone. 

I will bounce ideas off my wife 
from time to time but it can be 
unnerving to do that. Drawing 
cartoons is a weird business; 
you’ve just got to believe in what 
you've done. I get complaints, or 
my publisher does, but humor is 
subjective and there's always go¬ 
ing to be someone who isn't go¬ 
ing to get the joke. 1 think most 
people see there's no malice in¬ 
tended in the work I do. 

I draw in pencil and then, on 
the last day of the week, I ink 
everything in with a technical 
pen and rub out the pencil. 

I draw all my cartoons myself 
but sometimes, to add a little ex¬ 
tra dimension for a book cover or 
something, an artist will add 
some color work. I have no skills 
in that area at all and it's an op¬ 
portunity for me to pretend that's 
the way they were going to look 
originally. 

I suppose l became interested 
in wildlife by following my 
brother Dan down to the local 
swamp. We both really got into 
biology In a big way and we used 
to bring all sorts of slimy, 
squirming things home. 

My parents weren't so keen but 
they were very toleranL My 
mother was very much a "Oh 
look what the boys have found" 
sort of mother. My parents live 
no far away and I seen them eve¬ 
ry month or so. For a long time 


dishes and we go out race or 
twice a week. There are two res¬ 
taurant we particularly like: one's 
Italian and one's not, so we do get 
to eat at least one non-pasta dish 
a week. We go to films quite a lot 
and we have a small circle of 
friends, (hough come to think of 
it I haven't seen them for a while 
so maybe it's gening smaller.. 

I make a stab at keeping fit. I 
play basketball with friends two 
or three times a week. 

From time to time it crosses my 
mind that 1 might run out of ide¬ 
as, but the reverse side of that is 
that the work is never finished; 
it's like having homework forev¬ 
er. Your neighbor comes home, 
puts his feet up and relaxes, but 
even when I'm not drawing 
there's a cloud over me saying: 
"Remember, you're not finished 
yet." It must look like 1 have an 
easy time, at home all day, but 
there's a lot of stress. Then again, 
there's a lot of jobs 1 wouldn't 
want i 

1 guess Toni and I spend all day 
together. In fact 1 think she'd tike 
to see me get out more so she 
could have some time to herself. 
Instead of coming home and talk¬ 
ing about different things, we're 
always sharing the same things, 
stresses and whatever. 1 think it 
makes us closer. 

Everything was a bit out of 
control before she become my 
business manager. She's brought 
organization to my life. I'm pretty 
oblivious to most of the business. 
1 just know I've got a roof over 
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Gary Larson, 41, draws The Far Side, which is syndicated in 
more than 1000 journals worldwide (including The Star)* Af¬ 
ter college in Washington State he Joined a duo playing ban¬ 
jo, then worked In a shop in Seattle. During a period of de¬ 
pression he sketched some cartoons which he submitted to a 
local magazine about wildlife. His wife Toni, 37, is his busi¬ 
ness manager. They ttve in Seattle. 


my head and a nice guitar to play. 

Jazz is my favorite music, espe¬ 
cially jazz guitar, people like Jim 
Hall, Joe Pass. Til usually listen 
to music when Ym working. 

I dotft- finish until fm finished. 
It usually ends up being after 
midnight, maybe as late as 2 am 
before I get to bed. Ill try and 


read but I'm usually out before 
Tve finished a sentence. My read¬ 
ing is pretty eclectic. I've just fin¬ 
ished a book on George Wash¬ 
ington, but 1 like books on jazz, 
biology, Stephen King novels, all 
sorts. I dream quite a lot but 1 
don't dream in The Far Side; It's 
more distant, thank goodness. ■ 
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Book review 

No Trumpets, No Drums 
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Food for thought 

WHILE THE banning of Jordanian 
agricultural products from Saudi 
and other markets could be devas¬ 
tating to one of the country's larg¬ 
est export.sectors, the government's 
reaction to claims that the produce 
contains dangerous levels of toxic 
residue reflects an alarming disre¬ 
gard for people's health. 

more concerned about the truck 
loads of fruit and vegetables strand¬ 
ed at the Saudi border than the 
threat that contaminated foodstuffs 
pose to public health. -- 

T^e Minister of Agriculture has been quick to assure us that Jnr- 

f{ T- erS ab . ld .^ b y international standards in their use of pes¬ 
ticides and insecticides, and savs that r 

SKSW «SEJS 

Experts claim that the Ministry of Agriculture has no mean*? nf 
f h nfo ^ ng lts regulations on the use of chemicals, nor does it have 

inspect ? e 

ft?™ ey a r d • farmers spray their products excessively h«* r 

& *** ^ harvested, despite dte danger inheren.Tn^uch a 'prat 

ItsSiPfi 

>3 &sb . 

"■ 

^StLLthreat bedi sr Sfe^mere1y^Htic^ |0W thC 

ffiE85S$S!5?!& WX investigateVthoro^hlv Ihk 


for action, Jordan .should be sufficient.enough reason 


By Mark Helier and 
Sari Nusseibeh, Hill 
and Wang, 1991. 

183pp. 

Reviewed by George 
Shadroui 

PALESTINIAN SARI 
Nusseibeh and Israeli 
Mark Heller deserve 

R raise for their effort in 
'o Trumpets, No Drums 
to deal constructively and 
realistically with the sub¬ 
stance of any future 
peace agreement. The au¬ 
thors explore the psycho¬ 
logical and political di¬ 
mensions of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and, with¬ 
out demeaning the histor¬ 
ical concerns of either 
side, Counsel patience 
and pragmatism. 

Obviously the authors 
cannot resolve all of the 
issues prior to any final 
settlement. They could 
not agree, for example, 
on the basic question of 
final borders between Is¬ 
rael and a Palestinian 
stale. The book does, 
however, face some 
tough issues squarely, in¬ 
cluding water rights, the 

and security. It is both practical in its un¬ 
derstanding of on-the-ground realities and 
generous m its effort to address both Israe¬ 
li and Palestinian concerns. 

Heller and Nusseibeh acknowledge that 

1 r* elis Palestinians 
is probably wider than that separating the 
authors as individuals," adding that "the 
only thing that can be said with certainty is 

!S‘™ .“""i' 1 is ropossi- 
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of both sides are reasonably satisfied." 

’ j Mrtaimy " i ivcs to ques- 

tions. How does one define "minimal* de¬ 
mands, distinguish between needs and de¬ 
sires, or determine what is "reasonable" in 
me context of a conflict that dates back to 
^cbegmning of the 20th century 

nl# , B “foor* agree, however, that peace 
ultimately must include: 

• A secure Palestinian state in sisnifi- 

SJE> °r f ^upied territori^ra- 
teejedI from Israeli or Arab encroachment. 

• ttmfai 8?Cure 181,861 based upon interna¬ 
tional guarantees and a demilitarized Pal¬ 
estinian government. 

. ™ er r ights, fluid, botdera at 

’• y ^ re spoct to economic issues, and 
repatriation of Palestinian refugees. 

rt.5«A re< ?° 1 p li tion aqd accommodation of 
ftose Jewish setUers whp might choose to 

• whf hi? Palesdnc “«* tiiosePalestinians 

°f compelling clrcumstanc- 

been sorely Ucking, TOngs^SS 
. bov&tttai a tom for the better with the de- 
feLjJjfiJ?* * *e Likud Party, headed by' 

‘ $ the W* p^y- ■ 

^ Rabm ftMze, all. wtuSuVtfL : 

occupied ‘emtorles. 


will almost certainly reciprocate by ending 
their economic boycott of Israel. 'Hie Unit¬ 
ed states, in turn, could sweeten the deal 
with economic assistance to the Palestini¬ 
ans. It also could consider housing loan 
guarantees for Israel, contingent on these 
funds being spent in what is now Israel 
proper, ana a continued freeze on Israeli 
settlements in the territories. 

The US however, cannot underwrite a fl- 


— r—settlement indefinitely, with per- 
manent economic commitments to the 
combatants. American taxpayers are in no 
mood these days to undertake open-ended 
commitment of massive foreign aid. 

What the United States can do, as Presi¬ 
dent Bush has demonstrated, is help foster 
peace through even-handed policies and 
reasonable incentives. Ultimately, since 
real peace must be agreed upon by Israeli,- 
Arab and Palestinian leaders, expectations 
should be rooted in realism. As Heller and! 
Nusseibeh write: 

. "It should be obvious that no contractual 
agreement can immediately transform the 
. Israeli-Palestinian-Arab relationship from •. 

1 of intense animosity to one of great af- : ■ 
fection and intimacy. Peace, at least In the ■ 
early years, should therefore be viewed as 
a i mechanism for damage limitation 
through coexistence rather than as the real- 
izauon of a vision of brotherhood and 
goodwill." 

Still, the chances for peace have never 
been better. Those currently undertaking 
■:the arduous task of trying to negotiate 
,■ face-to-face,, seemingly against over-. 

whelming odds, might take note.of this ef-1 
. fort by Heller and Nusseibeh, whose quest j 
.. for honest dialogue and mutual', under*. 

; standing is instructive in defining the 
progress already attainab le, and the Differ¬ 
ences yet to be covered in the quest for * 

' permanent Middle East peace.iT 

George Shadroul fa $ free-lance writer, 
tysed in the Washington. D.C-area who; 

specializes In tbe Middle East ,. 



aiJt .:\v. . •: . Publisher ■; 

.!:. Editor-In-Chief 

.. Osama El-Sherlf 































































































A journey of a 
thousand miles 
into the world of 
fashion 


ipf # Mrs Sarnia Talhouni began her 

Vithousand mile journey into the 
' ' «!. - &; world of fashion when she opened 

^ er maternity store, A1 Um 
; i Store, almost a decade ago. Since 

: Mr/‘ then she has left her mark on the 

Jordanian fashion industry. 

W- 'Wt'. -'v’Afc Adhering to the slogan "The 

m £ /. J ■ ; j v V mother is the strongest pillar of so- 

ciety", the store caters for mothers 
liL !\.k throughout the various phases of 
W/gu\ f/i *C pregnancy by offering them a varie- 

mg&gl (^ ty of exquisite dresses and accesso- 

~ ri CSi A, 1 this with the aim of not dc- 
HK| v nying pregnant women the chance 

3 jHH of being sumptuously attractive and 
JfxSg^H fashionable. 

WWtWmi Jn JHHH ■ The pampered clientele kept com¬ 
ing back and the success or the Maternity Store was remarkable. Mrs 
Talhouni's ambition for expansion grew. 

Few ,ychr$:-ago she set up Modern Fashion Design Couture along 
with Al Badia Boutique thus creating a new dimension in style and ser¬ 
vice. Intricately designed wedding, cocktail and night gowns twinkle 
before your eyes and stimulate enthusiasts to buy. Thanks to French 
designer Mr Andre Schmitt's creative designs, a widespread reputation 
for the stores and their owner has been established. . 

m 1987 Mrs Talhouni decided to go on with her first fashion show 
that woqld confirm her own success. Indeed, It was an overwhelming 
event, despite the mqjor obstacles of having no professionally trained 
models, 

A big credit for the success of the show was owed to Ms Rania Kam- 
hawi, who provided rigid training for the models in order to do their 
best, which they truly did. And from that dme on, the show has been 
put on every other year. M 
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• Russian painted shawls are 
back in fashion in Russia. Paint¬ 
ed in the traditional way they are 
gradually replacing Western pat¬ 
terns and mark a revival of Rus¬ 
sian culture and traditions in 
women clothing. Cossack clothes 
are also coming back in fashion: 
papakhs and collarless shirts 
(called "kosovorotkas") for men. 

In the past peasant women did 
not wear headdresses. They used 
beautiful, bright painted shawls 
to cover their heads. Every wom¬ 
an had several shawls in her 
wardrobe for different occasions. 
On week days, for instance, they 
used to wear shawls with dark 
background and bright flowers. 
On religious holidays or for spe¬ 
cial rites, shawls with a red or 
white background was chosen. 
Masters from ancient Russian 
towns such as Sergeev Posad 
were famous for their painted 
shawls. Woven from pure wool, 
shawls were extremely warm, 
protecting women from the se¬ 
vere Russian frosts which can 
reach minus 30 or 40. 

Finer shawls were reserved for 
spring or summer. Women wore 
them on their shoulders. Their 
colon would mix with the blos¬ 
soming nature around. During 
holy days peasant women or "ba¬ 
bas'' put on the most flowery 
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shawls: the more complicated 
was the pattern, the more expen¬ 
sive was the shawl, and the richer 
the women wearing It 
Inspired by ancient shawls, Ser¬ 
gei Voronin, a well-known Rus¬ 
sian designer, has created his 
own collection of Russian shawls. 
Voronin comes of an old Russian 
slock and is one of the many 
young Russian designers reintro¬ 
ducing a traditional theme in Rus¬ 
sian fashion, thus returning Rus¬ 
sian people to their undeservedly 
-forgotten history. 


"Unprecedented interest in na¬ 
tional fashion is dictated by the. 
times," says Voronin. After the, 
desintegration of the USSR, each 
republic has become aware of in¬ 
ner forces aimed at renewing and 
restoring its historically lost origi¬ 
nality. Artists were the first to re¬ 
spond to President Yeltsin's call 
to revive a by-gone cultural glow 
of Russia. To celebrate the world- 
famous wooden Russian dolls 
called "Matryoshka," Voronin 1 
has also created new shawls for 
them. ■ 
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Gift Center: De Velite a I’elite 

• It is an established fact that incense soothes brain cells and stimulates humans to function better under 
stressful conditions. In today's world, fragrance has many names — brand names — and the Gift Center is 
the place to get them. w 

The moment you step into Gift Centfer* yphr senses are treated to a magical world of fragrance. The ybung 
trio behind the success of one of Amman's best chain of perfume stores are Mr Khalid Abu Shaqra, his 
brother Ibrahim, and their sister Abeer, who brought this family run business into existence back in 1976. 

By upholding the top managerial position,- Mr Khaled Abu Shaqra made a breakthrough in bringing his 
business to it's optimum peak of success by offering the best to the worthy. 

The dreams of the three were big and so with their conceptions, being the sole agents and distributors to 
the world's best brands either in perfumeries, cosmetics, leather goods or even watches, made their stores the 
talk of the town, and their names now ring in every ones ears as days passes by. 

Confidence and pride are their principles, efficiency and rdffibility are their targets. These principles led to 
the opening of their first show room in Um Uthaina Commercial Center two years ago. The exceptional suc¬ 
cess was followed by another, however, this time by the opening of a show room that is considered one of 
the best In the Middle East with remarkable decorations that is home to such prestigious brand names like 
'Lancome, Cacharel, Ralf Lauren, Society, Jacomo, Tresor, Davidoff, Drakkar, Polo, Hermes and Fendi 
among others. ■ 


Mail order m J ordan 

A flourishing business 

National International Trading Co., a leader 
in this field 

Baur and Schwab—the two famous 
catalogues offer the latest worldwide fashions 

• Mall order by catalogue is the most convenient method of 
shopping almost everything for the family and the house. 
Through a com¬ 
prehensive cata¬ 
logue, the cus- : 
ioffler can shop 
*N :'bls ; needs 
White sitting at 


producing a new 
catalogue every 
teaapht mall or- 
Ntr houses pro- 
iV Wfe,;a fUll mar- 


customer 
*rvice • which 
•Jms at granting 
the customer full 
satisfaction and 


: The „ customer • 
can maintain his 
wpy of the cata- 
togue from the 
Wgeot of the mail 

prder-: house '.in • ' • V- 

Customers can then place an cWer for .any type of-mer? 
Jhttidlse .they need, Ail purchased goods %puld be available ^ 
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Elegance and glamor are evident in this hand-made laced 
wedding dress adorned with pearls available at Modern 
Fashion Designs in Amman (See story) 
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Schwab, the frrli famous Cerman s 
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FOR ORDERING. PLEASE CONTACT THE AGENT: 
NATIONAL INTERNATIONAL TRADING COMPANY, 
GARDENS STREET , MURAM CENTER , 
OFF. 504, TEL 593353 , 693352. FAX 693352 
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An Arpels 
retrospective in 
Paris 

• For theTim lime at the Musee fore, will behold not only a col- 
Gamera, the French capital is giv- lection of breathtaking beauty* 
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Jacques Arpels through 350 the complex ait of jewelry mak- 
cnoicc exhibits. ine 


With the Van Clcef and Arpels 
exhibition, the Palais Galiieia 
pays tribute to a dynasty of 
craftsmen of Parisian luxury. For 
86 years, talent and experience 
have been joined to create mag¬ 
nificent jewels. Those who have 
never visited the Place Vendomc 
boutique can now admire some 
300 exemplary pieces. They will 
discover the obvious marie of 
classicism,, as well as a flair for 
innovation. This careftil melding 
is a good example of the famous 
jewellers' moqo: "It is the signa¬ 
ture that counts." 

The,, scope of the exhibition is 
designed 1 to highlight the style 
and expertise that it uniquely Van 
Cltef and Arpels' -j-' a craftsman¬ 
ship which uses the purest gems' 
and finest finish to render fasci¬ 
nating stones with the signature 
"serti musterieux" and "Bou- 
tiaue" jewelry. 

Visitors to the exhibition, there- 


Thrn the Musee de la Mode en 
due Costume should devote one 
of its events to fine jewelry 
should not come as a surprise. 
Can its Influence on the evolution 
of fashion be ignored? 

The House of Van Cleef and 
Arpels will renew a tradition; in 
1929, it exhibited its exquisite 
jewels here, and, as in 1929, an 
original piece, the Oalliera set, 
has been created. 

In order .to facilitate a greater 
understanding of the achieve¬ 
ments of the famous Parisian 
jewellers between 1919 and 
1992, Philippe de Lanouvelle has 
designed a different arrangement 
for each room. Thus, the architec- 

highlights the diversity of the 
Van Cleef and Arpels creations. 
The rooms are designed to create 
the illusion that the visitor is in¬ 
side a vault. The interior austerity 
Is cleverly relieved by several 
jewelry cases. An interplay of dif¬ 


ferent shades of grey suggests in¬ 
timacy, while the differing tex¬ 
tures accentuate the jewel's bril¬ 
liancy. The contrasting wall 
colon, the metal of the display 
cases end the slate-grey supports 
only heighten the effect Lending 
an idea that one is aboard a ship, 
the bridge of (he main gallery un¬ 
derlines the elegance of the fash¬ 
ion accessories. A re-creation of 
the House of Van Cleef and Ar¬ 
pels is rendered thanks to a 
trompe-roeil. The crowning 
touch of the exhibition is the Oaf 
iiera set which is displayed in the 
last room. ■ 


Clarks shoes contribution to 
the science of comfort 

• While cars are probably man's best Invention this century, 
walking remains second nature to man, young or old. sick or 
healthy. It is also a gift that needs to be protected. 

On average people walk around fifty miles a week, their 
heels would strike the ground, their muscles would move their 
body weight thousands of times daily to produce that move¬ 
ment we call walking. 

To understand how the performance of a shoe would con- 
trlbute to walking comfort, you need to know about the natu¬ 
ral walking action. 

As you walk, the first point of contact is your heel. At thfe 
moment of heel-strike, it has to absorb a full deceleration of 
your moving body. Without any additional cushioning mecha¬ 
nism the naked foot, colliding with a hard surface, undergoes 
a jarring Impact which sounds shock waves up the leg, 
through the ankle, knee and hip joints and into the upper 
body. If you consider the constant repetition of this cycle you 
begin fo realize why your feet and legs ache after a long walk. 

so. the first performance requirement for a comfortable 
shoe is the absorption of shock In the vital impact area under 
the heel r 

^f C !f r !^ ! actIve alr ******* fa M advanced technological 
solution to this problem of shock absorption. In fact It pro¬ 
vides sophisticated cushioning which equals or exceeds that of 
top quality performance sports shoes. ■ 
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Double interview 


Debat d'experts 
sur les pesticides 

Un agriculteur jordanien, pharmacien de formation, et un expert agricole fran S ais analysent la question, 

sans surench&re ni poldmique 


LE JOURDAIN: Les fermlers 
jordanfens utilisent-ils trop de 
' pesticides? 

Abdel-Rahim NJardaneh: 
Pcul-fitre trop... Nous utilisons cc 
dorn nous disposons ct nous agis¬ 
ms dans 1c but d'obtenir de 
bonnes rdcoltcs. La Jordanic doit 
faire face & beaucoup de 
prabl&mes, tels que cclui de la 
mouche blanche... Et done pulve¬ 
riser souvent. Ccs deux inscctcs 
quo sont la mouche blanche cl le 
puceron ddvcloppcnl unc rdsis- 

■ lance trfcs rapide aux pesticides... 
Nous utilisons luffisamment de 
pesticides pour produire de bons 
fruits et Idgumes. Nous faisons ce 
que nous devons faire. Je defends 
1? cas. II esl prdfdrablo d'utiliser 
ces pesticides pour le fermier ei 
, P 0 ^ le consommateur. Mais cola 
' u&essite une connaissance, 

m&ne pour les bons fermiers... 

Philippe Ospital: Oui, les Ter¬ 
riers jordaniens ulilisent trop de 
i Pesticides. Parce qu'il y a unc md- 
I cormalsSance dcs insectes, des 
Pfcdateurs et dcs risques encour- 
les consommateurs. Lor- 
H8renconLrcnt un quelconque 
1 probl&me, les fermiers ne con- 
55 went qu* un seul remfcde: 
jjsecticide, le pesticide ou le 

■ fongicide (NDLR; conlre les 
tjampignons). H n'y a pax une 
^ajssance satisfaisante dcs nl- 
•gtt Suxquels il faut traitcr. 

: i* 10 on pulvdrise au maximum. 

. Jjf dangereux pour la 
mit publique? 

ri^ l> l el * RahIm N-Jardaneb: Je 
• Mur que fa plupart des fer- 

: 2l ma !l eenl ,ci [ruils * 1* 

.gJJJ^quils fouitiissem sur les 
Celh prouve qu'ils n’ont 

■ connaissance du risque. Torn • 

:£& chimique udllsd de 
wS WCesgive P ** 1 roprdsent- 

Atff**-*'* ***"*»■■' 

jWjjtt.sont dangereux. Cert la 
tUiKgation dq produil 
W dan ge reuse. 

„ Si e'est cm- : 

^ssiyement et pas au: 
^“ut.^apeui'tths dange-• 





’expert franqais (it gauche) et VagriculteurJordanian 


reux... Si les pesticides sont utili- les agricultcurs. 

& bon escicnt, on ne les retro- Philippe Ospital: C'esi la faute 
uve pas dans le produit. En aux besoins du marchd, Les con- 
Francc, II existe un index phyto- sommaicurs oni besoin de fruits 
sanitairc el les agricultcurs le re- et de togumes magnifiques, sans 
spectem. Ici, je ne peux pas dire aucune piqOrc. Pour obfcnjr ce r£- 
s'ils respectem oh non. Si ccla sultat, la solution la plus facile, 
continue, il y a des raisons e'est le traitemem. Pour en em- 
slnquteter. Mais & trfes long ploycr d'autres, il y a un manque 
lerme. ' Ayec cette campagne dc formation, de connaissances et 
de presse, il va y avoir unc n5ac- de savoir-faire. En France, sur les 
tion... marches biologiques (environ 

3%), Pont trouve dcs fruits meins 
LJ: A qul la faute, ft beaux, parce qu'ils sont trails 
1'agriculteur qul nC respecte naturellemcnt. On y pratique la 
pas les regies,'ou au gouverne- lutte inligrde conlre les Insectes. 
ment qui ne les fait pas respect- Dans une serre ou dans -un 
er? champ, des insectes prgdateurs 

Abdel-Rahim NJardaneh: vom manger les insectes para¬ 
s'll y a une mauvaise utilisation, sites. En France# on re loume de 
tputes les parties sont responsa- plus en plus vers ce type delutte. 
tries. Le fermier, le gouvernement On dimimle au maximum les 
el le systems educatif jordanien. traitements, En Jordanie, tout le 
Lei agricultcurs ont besoin monde cst respOnsable. Le fermi- 
d'informations... Ccla tour per- er parce qu'il a besoin de bons 
met trail dc faire des dcohomles et produits. Les pouvoirs publics 
d'dviter, les problfcmes. Peul-fitre parce qu'ils ne font pas mspecier . 
y-a-l-i I: une i ftude sur Je sujei, les. rhglcs et qu'jls riinfonhem pas 
mais ly agricultcurs travail lent sur-les autres possibility de tra- 
seals, n'ont pas jde lien avec . vail. Enfin le consommateur, car 
Puniversitd. Lc : ' principal - il demande de beauxproduits. ,- j 
proWfeme. e'est la manque de re-. ' ,.i; 

cbercbes el dlnformrtionBpour Lfjf La Jordan to dispose dnitii 


laboratolre h Baqaa, charge 
d'etudier les residus. A-t-il les 
moyens d'agir? 

Abdel-Rahim NJardaneh: Je 
rdponds franchemenL... Je n'ai ja¬ 
mais entendu parler de ce labora- 
toire. Nous avons besoin d'une 
bonne institution, si vous voulons 
exporter. Pour cela, les fermiers 
altcndcnt l'aide du gouvernement. 
Car les produits sont cmilr&Ids & 
nouveau, par exemple aux fron- 
ti&res de 1'Europe. Je suis un agri¬ 
culteur ct j'essaie de foumir au 
marchd des produits sans idsidus. 
Mais comment puls-je en $tte 
certain? Je n'al pas d'infonnation, 
je ne sais rafime pas que ce iabor- 
atoire exisle. 

PtaJUppe Ospital: Je suls pour 
ma part au courarit de son exis¬ 
tence. Ce laboratolre est utilisd 
pour contrfller les produits h 
rimportation. D ri'a pas les mqy- 
ens, financiers, humains et matd- 
nels pour con^filer, les rdsidus 
sur le marchd local. Oui, ja Jorda- . 
nie a besoin d'un Vrai laboratolre 


. de contrfilc des idsidus, d'un ser¬ 
vice competent et efficacc. 

LJ: La Jordanie devra fotir- 
nlr un effort dans les ann£es 
qul viennent... 

A bd el-RahimN Jardaneh: La 
Jordanie exporte,. mais. c'esi dfl k 
unc somme d'efforis individuals, 
. Pour exporter dc manihtc effi- 
cace, nous devons-to faire en rant 
que pays, que groupes 
d'agriculteurs. Nous demandons 
ddsespdrdmcnt l'aide du gou- 
vernemenL.. Il n'y a pas d'autre 
voie. 

Philippe Ospital: Cest sOr, il y 
a un effort trfes paiticulier h four- 
nir au niveau do la qualild in- 
trlnshque du fruit ou du ldgume, 
mais aussl des rdsidus. Il faut que 
la Jordanie puisse contrfiler clle- 
mfime res rdsidus. En Europe, 

- nous allons de plus en plus vers 
le marchd vert. La Jordanie devra 
done Intdgrer les nouvelles tech¬ 
niques. ■ 

,Propos recueillis par F.M.' 


PUBLiClTE 

Serviced'lnformation 
pour Touristes (VIP) 

i; La Fondation Mlnwet a fondd le Systhtne DTnfonpations 
: ■« pour Visiteyrs (VIP), dans le but de foumir dcs dutils 
multimddlas. n.sufflt d'un coup de tdldphone pour aftein- 
i'oidinaieu r, 24 h sur 24. VIP vise la ,com munautd tou- 
ristiqiie en introduisant une Barique de Donndes Par! ante, 
qui pourra etre consultde depiils n'jmporte quel tdldphone, 
r . ’ en composant Je numdn 6 suivarit: 682.642. ' ! i 
V:* Ce systfcme d'Inibrmatlpns va couvrir les reservations j 
dTifitels, les locations de voitutps, les dliriers au restaurant. 

lesagences de voyageetl^Festivalde jerash. . 
tc, service seik diyisd en deuxeatdgories 4 p’aboid, un list-' 

- big.de base qui dorinera une description du Service et son 
'riumdtx) de tdldphone. Ensuiteji vdie dlrecte vera lemar: 

,chd av^ . ; ; 

a, .? 

i J-:'. 1 :? >. v v ;■ : ^T- .0 ^ If.";/ 1 ivi-V^r \ i ; ■ 
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Portrait de la Fondation Shoman 

Le carrefour des 
cultures arabes 

Sa mission est de favoriser tous les affluents d'une grande riviSre nommde culture arabe. 
En 14 ans d'existence, la Fondation est devenue numdro un en Jordanie 


... k M • 

i"' 1 , r , rll> - .W; 

l 4*, 'iiS* 


Hi Olid 


"NOUS VOULONS donner un 
nouveau souffle & la culture en 
Jordanie” dit As'ad Abdul Rah¬ 
man, dirccteur gdndral de ta Fon¬ 
dation Shoman. Existe-t-il un 
vide 21 comblcr en la molifcrc? n Je 
nc dis pas ca, rdplique-i-il, la vie 
culturcile fleurit en mfime temps 
que le processus ddmocratique, 
ellc a besoin d'fitre soutenue ct 
renforede". Depuis sa creation, le 
31 mors 1978, lors d'une assem¬ 
ble gdndrale de l'Arab Bank, 
"l'Abdul Hamccd Shoman Foun¬ 
dation" ne ccsse de grandir, Cette 
anndc I&, elle a poussd ses pre¬ 
miers crls, cn Itionncur du fonda- 
tcur(1930) dc ce qui est devenu 
I'une des plus importantes institu¬ 
tions bancaires du monde arabe. 

L'ambition est le ddnominatcur 
common entre la banque et la 
Fondation. "Selon certains, nous 
sommes 'number one 1 mais la 
modcstie nous empfiche dc le 
dire" lAcfac As'ad Abdul Rahman. 
Ft les moyens? Le compte de la 
Fondation k l'Arab Bank de Zu- 
rich(Suisse) sc renfloue chaque 
annde de 2% des bdndfices nets 
de eette mfime banque, Soit une 
somme rondolette d'environ un 
million dc dollars. C'est sans 
compter avec les dons el contri¬ 
butions extdrieures. "Je pense 
que nous avong rdussi k nous in- 
scrire sur la carte... C'est la soci- 
filfi jordanienne qul nous y a rd- 
servd une place" affirme, le 
dirccteur gendral, dgalement 
membre du Consefl National Pa-. 
lestinicn(CNP). 

Le prix Shoman 

Comment se faire une telle not- 
oridtd? Comment acqudrir des jet- 
. ires de noblesse dans les do- 
maines de la science et dc la 
culture? Rdponse simple ct effi- 
cace; eh muftipliant les actlvitds. 

La Fondation Schoman, telle une 
universitd, ddlivre des prixaux 
scieniifiques arabes, dont I'fige 
n'cxcddo. pas la quarantaine. 
"C'est vrm. its dal vent fitre 
Arabes, mais k parti r de cette 
condition, il n'y a aucune distinc¬ 
tion ethnique ou religieuse, Cost 
cqmpldtement hors de question" 
dit Basem Khoury, responsable. 
des relations publlques. Cette dis- 
iribution pe ’ "palmes*, reprdsente • 
la priiicipale' vitrine, de la.Fonda-. ‘ 
lion. Une fois par an, a fautomne, 

. les publlcitds $e raulilpllem dans 
tous Ids'plus grands Joumaux'du ” 
monde arabe, De mfime dans les 
university... ; 

Les candidats doivent present er 
les rfigultats : d'une recherche 
avant le moil d'oetobre/ II est 
possible de.presenter ses travaux . 
dps neuf domalnes dUTfirchts: . 
biologle, mddecine, agriculture, 
sciences social es, sciences h’u- -• 
tnaines,: ; •■. mathfimatiquesi..; > 
L'arbflre.auprfime priend la forme „ ;< 
d'un odmlta sp&pal fonmfi de pro- \,, 
fesseursveriam de toules lesurii- 
AWsitfs du monde arabe, Lui jeiii i . 
ddcide de qui tpuchera le pactole:.. / < 
5.000 JD pour le premier prjlx. j 
"Les|agnahtshesont:pasdes cd- ; ' t 
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La galerie lors de I'exposition aUemande "peintures nalVes" 


Ifibritds, mais ils sont reconn us 
dans leurg Academies" souligne 
Basem Khoury. Quant & la Fon¬ 
dation, elle gagne des galons 
dans tous les pays du monde 
arabe. 

Par ailleurs, la Fondation Sho¬ 
man finance la publication el la 
traduction d'ouvrages. Pour la 
plupart d|cntre eux, ces livres 
sont fidilds dons la languc arabe. 
T^otre premifcrc activitfi, c'est 
1 Arabe. La seconde c'est aussi 
1 Arabe" lance Basem Khoury. 
T^olre objectif est dc soulcnir 
1'apprentlssagc des sciences dans 
la langue arabe, nous nous cf- 
forgons aussi de joucr un r6tc 
dans le processus d'arabisalion" 
qjoule-t-il. Au total, sur une pdri- 
bde de dix ans, une vingtaine 


trois livres par qulnzaine, Pas de 
panique. n est trts facile de se 
retrouver dans ce dddale liv- 
resque. D'autant que la Fondation 
dispose d'un systfeme de 
banque de donndes qui n'a rien & 
envier aux plus modemes. "Nous 
sommos la premise Fondation 
dans le monde arabe k foumir 
tous ces services" affirme Khaled 
Soubar, cn charge de tout ce qui 
touche k I'ordinateur. Toules les 
, rfiffirences des ouvrages et publi¬ 
cations disponiblcs en blbli- 
olh&que peuvonl etre consultdes 
depuis Tcxldricur. 

De plus, la Fondation dispose 
d'un dossier spdclal Palestine... 
De quo! intdrcsser la Court Roy- 
ale qui se toume vers la Fonda¬ 
tion, en cu de besoin 


Deeb, responsable de la galerie. 
Cotte avocate de la culture arabe 
ddborde d'optlmlsme: "Je pense 
que cela progresse, il y a main- 
tenant bcaucoup de galerics dans 
le pays ct dnormdmcnt 
d exposiuons. Ce phdnomdne doll 
etre cncouragd". La galerie dc ia 
Fondation y contrlbuo largomcni 
depuis son passage k la vitesse 
supencure, cinq ans auparavant. 
Catalyseur: Sulia Shoman, mem- 
ore de la famille, artiste. 

A la base, la galerie suit les 

tnlmaa _ i. n . 


"les habitants des 
Territoires-occupds n'ont pasla 
possibility d'exposer et de vendre. 
Nous tear perihettorts de 
s'exprimer" 


d'ouvrages estampillds Fbndatibn 
ShomSn otit fitd dditds. Des livres 
•dlspontylesr k la "librairie pub- 
Uque" de cette Institution,' k 
trouver afii beau milleu-de 50.000- 
autrcs tilnes. ■, : ; ; 

. : Banque de donndes 


'* Cette collection exceptibnnel le 
cquyre tous les ((onikmes. 220 
: ;publij^t|ons en. Arabq et 227 en 
Anglais sont dgklcment k la dis- 
’* position: des.abonhds de ia bibli- 
olhdqucr Moyertnant uhe caution, 
,;dp 5 JD, renpue en fcas'de.rdsjlia- 
Hon, il ept /possible- d'ohipnmtcr 


spdclal Palestine... accoTdde a^ Jorte P e 0 ^ 
resser la Court Roy- Palestlniens. "EnTvril d^S? 
* Ve ? e U no ^ avong'regu dffA 

cas de besoin sept artistes de Cisiordanle. dun* 

• • . '. ^hir, nous prdvoyons de faire 

& mfime aveo sept peintres de 
Pg • P^ a»mne Mduna Deeb. "Les 

■ habitants des; Territoires-occupds 
ntpasla ■ jo; 1 p as Ja posslbUitd d'exposer 

w et de vendre. Nous leur pcmS- 

le Vendre. ■ ft de »«prtaer-. u galerie 

, dpnne aussi la parple ^ desar- 

ns de totes dtiwigerg, Elle collabore 

. . . Hnstitut du monde arabe de 

,v « >« Ckwite butitut.,, 
te demiff a par exemple proposd 
— : exposjtfoii Intituldc "pein- 

syslfime. II projette do faire entrer " le iribis d'avril deniier cS 6 ^ 8 
le son ctrhnage dans sa banque • .nfoes se 
( de donndre. ."fiia va prkndredu rdgullenrtous 
^mps^prWse-t-U. . ^ .j; 

rb I rddiflce de' la tob#e par trois peintres Irakume • 

tSjge tfdnc banque . Muhraddin,,^ d ,■ 

ple.cAjeciif: "Aider - exposition; ils.vait w 

wtiapiens;*■ se rtp,- travail" dit Mbuna Dee? Ce *^ 

EiPPff' 1 U8les . hicameiu unafnuentd'urte 

6tre ftuiam que pos- ; Sipade riyffere qu'est la culture 
act avec TA^.ftjre : r: arabes ■ : / e *“™’ 


attename] Triple object I f: "Aider 
les artistefi Jordapicns jl se rtp- 
fSfJr r ^.P u hijc,‘permenre 

Me dernier d'fitfo aulbm quo pos¬ 
sible cn contact avec PArq feire' 


I . .— t .. , ■ . , ■ 

■■ ■ ■ v>' :- >*>'• -’ 4 >ir)' .-•* ^ V v' 


peimre? 


Pasde 

solution 

isolee 


ALORS QUE les bBans 
du sixffime round des Qt- 
gociations bllatfiraks b- 
rafilo-arabes se multlpU- 
ent et ne se ressemblni 
pas, les messages les plus 
surprenants s'dchangem 
entre Syriens et Israfifl. 
ens. 

Sur le dossier du Golan, 
les Israfiliens, k en croire 
Itzhak Rabin, accueilk* 
raient favorablement un 
traitfi de palx avec kur 
volsin syrien. Condition 
sine qua non avanefe par 
Damas: retrait isratlien 
des hauteurs du plateau. 

Fait nouveau et tout 
aussi fitonnant: les Syri¬ 
ens, toujours selon les li- 
rafiliens, opteralent pour 
ce qu'lls a valent tentfi 
d 'fiviter, k savoir des solu¬ 
tions isolfies. N'ont-its pat 
tenu des consultations 
avec leurs partenaires 
afln de coordonner les po¬ 
sitions et d'fiviter la dislo¬ 
cation des rangs. 

D est Evident qu'uo 
"deal" sur le Golan sersit 
un pas considerable daus 
le sens d'un rfiglement 
d'une partie du conflit is- 
rafilo-arabe. Mais cela rb- 
querait de rfipfiter us 
scenario qui hante tou- 
jours les esprits des poll- 
tlciens arabes. 

En signant les accords 
de Camp David avrt 
I'Egypte, en echange de Is 
restitution du Sinai, 
Israel a rdussi k neutralis¬ 
er reiement fort du camp 
adverse. Depuis, Israel 
n'a cessl de manoeuvrer, 
tout en jouant sur 
I'affaibtisscment de U 
"position commune 
Brains" 

Reste aux Syriens to 
prouver que tout »• 
rangement conclu avec 
Israel est lie au prindpe 
de I'dchange de la terrt 
contre la palx. 
Palestlniens et les Jqnh' 
niens pourraient continu¬ 
er ft puiser une cerW«| 
credibility dans le rfeWo 
de ce qul unit encore k* 
parties directement cm- 

cernfies par Ifi confut W; 
Moyen-Orient. „ 

Les solutions ■ 

sont le monopole de per*. 
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Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send 
a photo...we will run it 
free of charge in The 
Star's People and Events 
page. 


The Death of Thebes 

Life in Jordan's theater 


Special to The Star 

THE DEATH of Thebes, the latest 
production by Jordan's Fawanees 
theater group, opens in Morocco 
[his week after summer-long re¬ 
hearsals in Amman. 

The play will be shown first as 
part of the Theater Festival in 
Casablanca and will then go on to 
Rabat. After a couple of weeks in 
Morocco, the Fawanees will re¬ 
turn to Jordan to put awThebes 
Thebes in the very near future. 

has caused a lot of ex¬ 
citement among theater Insiders 
in Jordan over the past few 
months, particularly in the wake 
oftheFawanees's successful Viva 
GUgamesh last winter. 

Giigamesh was first staged at 
the Royal Cultural Center (RCC) 
Uihe end of January. The play 
was so well-received il was re¬ 
launched in Ramadan. All indlca- 
tiois are that Thebes will also 
prove to be a major cultural event 
In the coming season in Amman. 

: 'Hie play, directed, written and 
designed by Nader Omran, is 
first class theater with powerfully 
presented characters, impressive 
•renography and a script which 
®anagcs to entertain while it crit- 
the powers that be — a 
owe welcomed by many In Jor- 
teas nascent democracy. 

• Jke&M Is based on Sopho- 
[kss Theban plays and is also 
Japired by a mixture of other 
f^als, all of which are related 
tt-an impressionistic way to 
plans or the modem Middle 

, ^biding ihe extremes of polit- 
taUabaret or crude allegory of 
pfr contemporary productions 
P Jordan and neighbouring coun- 
■res, Thebes emerges as art and 
^propaganda, with the modem 
Middle East mercilessly grilled in 
Jk antics of the characters in the 
Play. 

Mubtaseb Aref plays the role 
his usual 

g*™ performance. Thebes 
Mohammad al Kab- 
SuhaLr Fahd, Zeta Gb«n- 
l-* ®Mhe€r Hawwari and 


The cast of The Death of Thebes, currently playing in Morocco 
and coming to Amman soon 


Amer Khofash. 

"My approach in Thebes differs 
from Giigamesh In that the latter 
was more cerebral while iho cur¬ 
rent production is closer to the 
demotic," says Omran. But, he 
says, such was the strength of the 
production that . even critics 
whose Arabic Is not fluent were 
Impressed. 

Jackl Lyden of die US Nation¬ 
al Public Radio, who is visiting 
the region to work on an article 
on art in the Middle East for The 
New York Times , described 
Thebes as ''wonderful." 

This is the second play that 
Omran has directed and written. 
A talented scenographer (and 
winner of the first prize for scc- 
nography and costume design in 
last year's First Jordanian Theater 
Festival), he also worked hard on 
the costumes, lighting and set 
design. The resulL was strong, 
impressive and sometimes 
breathtaking scenes. The music 
of Amer Madi, a Brcchlian com¬ 
mentary in an oriental mode.was 
another contributing factor to the 
success of the play. 

Theater reflects Jordanian soci¬ 
ety In all its positive and negative 
aspects; the work of the Fawa¬ 
nees treats these aspects in a civ- 







Exhibitions 

• UNDER THE patronage of 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Alia, the Alia art gallery invites 
you to attend the opening of an 
exhibition by the Iraqi artist All 
Al Mi'mar; The gallery will be 
opened today, Thursday, 10 Sep-- 
tember at 6:00 pm in jcbal Am?, 
man, first circle. The gallery will 
run through 16 September. . 

Trip* : • 

• Dr Jeremy Johns and Ms. At 
. igon McQoitty from, the Univcr- 
, sity of Oxford,are directing the 

Khirbet Fans project. Khirbet 
Paris is located three kilometers 
west of Al Qaser on the King's 
highway^ This is ihe fifth excava¬ 
tion, and the tour will include a 
servey of recent discoveries con¬ 
cerning Up-’Islamic village; as 
r well** k brief tour of the nearby 
Nabatean temple, of Al Qaser. 

' Departure Will be from life Amra 
:, HSd parking lotttt 9i00 am,: A, 
bus Will be available: on first 
i come first serve basis for a fee of 


Al Qasr Hotel breaks new 
grounds in Jordan tourism 







• Excellent service, 
quality food and 
good prices are hard 
elements to combine 
in a hotel, but Al Qasr 
Hotel, under its new 
management which is 
headed by Mr Mar- 
waan Fakhr Al Deen 
and supervised and di¬ 
rected by Mr Isaam 
Fakhr Al Deen, 
promises to be other¬ 
wise. The hotel prom¬ 
ises to break new ground in the Jordanian hotel and tourism Industry. It 
has been changed substantially to add comfort and quality service, tak¬ 
ing customers away from the burdens and noise of ciiy lire. 

Changes were introduced to almost everything from the entrance 
gate and the main hall to the 30 rooms contained in the hotel. Even the 
paintings, the management team and infra-structure or the hotel were 
changed in order to meet the high standards of service the hotel prom¬ 
ises to deliver. 

A reception was held on 12 July in the hotel, attended by Mr Yanaal 
Hikmat, Minister of Tourism, who opened the hotel. Everybody was 
delighted by _ the new look of the hotel which combines the present and 




ilized way. In this period or artis¬ 
tic liberation and democratization, 
society is realizing that it needs 
theater as much as it needs 
schools and parks. 

Giigamesh was an outstanding 
job which was marred by weak 
publicity and sloppy marketing. 
But the Fawanees appear to have 
gotten their acL together for 
Thebes, with a professional mar¬ 
keting firm handling the business 
side of the production, 

Thebes will no douN repeat the 
artistic success of Giigamesh, 
and probably go beyond it as a 
mass theatrical hit. ■ 


Agenda 


hensive study concerning the holer'market' and the' tourism industry. 
The results showed that the tourism industry needs small hotels which 
offer excellent service that meets the standard of five star hotels but 
with charges that match small hotels, placing the hotel in a unique rank 
among its competitors, 

The changes that were added to the hotel were intended to please 
businessmen who just want to get away from life in the fast lane. Many 
top businessmen in the country held receptions in the hotel; expressing 
extreme admiration for the hotel and its services. They expect it to oc¬ 
cupy a high ranking amongst the many hotels in Jordan. 

Mr Fakhr Al Deen stressed that the management trained its employ¬ 
ees "to make the guest feel right at home." He added that the hotel is 
willing to provide training in the hotel industry field. "Wc hope that 
others will take similar steps in making hotels more accessible in terms 
of price and more comfortable to stay ui," he says. 


• An exhibition of the work of 
the design division from the Gen¬ 
eral Directorate of Curriculum 
and Educational Technology will 
be held on Sunday, 13 September 
to Saturday 19 September. 

The exhibition illustrates the 
important role played by graphic, 
designers in preparing school text 
books in the clearest, most mod¬ 
em and exciting form. Staff in 
the division have received profes¬ 
sional technical training is part 
of the support provided by the 
Overseas Development Adminis¬ 
tration, and managed by the Brit¬ 
ish Council. 

The exhibition also shows how 
the process of preparing school 
tpxt books is done, from editing. 


designing, illustration, proof 
checking and printing, emphasiz¬ 
ing team work and interaction 
that occurs to solve the many 
problems that arise in such a 
complex operation, 

• Fern my Kragt, a Dutch volun¬ 
teer physiotherapist working at 
Jordan's five community-bised 
rehabilitation centres (CRCs), 
raised on her . own JD 1100 
($1650) in donations for the cen¬ 
tres. The funds were raised dur¬ 
ing a home visit to the Nether¬ 
lands in July from private 
individuals. The money will be 
used 1 to purchase a variety of 
learning aids for disabled chil¬ 
dren. 


Dentsu the number one agency in the 
world acquires a minority interest in 
Publi-Graphics 

• Publi-dfeptilcs, a leading communications group iii the Middle East 
founded In 1973, Joined forces with the number one agency in the 
world, Dentsu Inc-The two companies stated that after 15 years of Ba¬ 


bul, London and Paris. 

Dentsu said thatjl felt pie time has come had come to solidify its ties 
Wjth one of its oldest 'friends and associates. Dentsu stated (hat for 
many years Publi-Graphics has been caring for Dentsu's clients both in 


(Unilever); Kodak,' bjestle, tyimenti 
tree Mackintosh, Seikdand manyo ‘ 
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ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — Super Bloopers and 
New Practical Jokes. 

9:00 — Encounter. 

9:30 — Varieties. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 —- Feature Film: She 
Knows Too Much. Starring John 
Bcnncih. A Congressman hunts 
down and kills prostitutes. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Coach 

9:10 — Land of Birds. Every 
year thousands of birds fly to and 
from Queensland. Australia, but 
where they come from or go to 
remains a mystery. 

10:00—News in English. 

10:20 — Midnight Caller. The 
story of a woman who was 
abused by her husband. 

• MONDAY 

8:30 — Close to Home. 

9:10—Gone to the Dogs. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20—The Strauss Family. 

TUESDAY 

8:30 — Acropolis Now. 

9:00 — Mr Bean. 

9:30 — Teex. 

1 0:00 — News in English. 

10=20 — Feature. Film. Karate 
Kid part it. Starring Ralph Maq- 


chio and Pat 
known as Ohara; 


Morita, 


■ WEDNESDAY • 

8:30 — Saved by the Bell. * 
9:10 — Wednesday Forum. 

9:30 — Cleudo, Episode I. Star¬ 
ring Simon Charles. A city ac¬ 
countant by training and con-man 
by inclination arrives qL Mrs Pea¬ 
cock's house only to disturb her 
guests and tp remind them of 
i their financial troubles, ; . ; , 

10:00—News in.English, : 

10; 20 — Bethune. Last episode.. 

THURSDAY j ■ 

.8:30 —-Empty Nest. *. 

i ‘ 

10:00—News In English. •.. ! • 


<z 


w 


10:20 — Movie of 
The Week. The Ra¬ 
zor's Edge. Starring 
Bill Murray. A pow¬ 
erful drama about 
love, social barriers, 
friendship and the 
joy of living. 

FRIDAY 

8:30 —■ Golden 
Giris. 

9:10 — The Good 
Guys. 

10:00 — News in 
English. 

10:20—EL CID. 
11:10 — The Pow¬ 
ers That Be. Sena- ; 
tor Powers tries to , 
run a clean cam¬ 
paign, but his wife 
and kids try to de¬ 
stroy his opponent. 

FRENCH 

PROGRAM 

SAMEDI 


V- 


Programs on _ _ _ _ , 

Jordan HOROSCOPE A 

Te ' e, *irom *^«****& 

1 2 to 18 ARIES (21 March - 19 April): You may have to sncml MnnHu. ■ -j 
141010 The midweek will be bearable. Do '' 

* § e P* ern ber TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): Tuesday through Thursday you'll be 
pmvisions 8 pass!onalc - Usc ** w **end to s^k upon 

™« (21 Ma y 21 Junc ) : You can get a lot done through the 
: : week. Let a woman give you some good advice. & 

i ' t - jlj CANCER (22 June - 22 July): Monday you might have to dosomc- 

f J Wend 0 ***' duC 10 8 m,nor accidenl - T uesday make contact with a quiet 



l*£: 


if* 

. A •*. 


Close to Home, Monday at 8:30 


6:00 — Des Petit es His to Ires 
Presque Vraies. 

6:06 — Les Aventures De Bos- 
co. 

6:30 — Operation Mozart. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — Fenetre Sur. A local 
magazine. 

DIMANCHE ■ 

5:30 — Michel Vaiiiant. 

5:55 — Des Chlffres et des Let- 
tres. 

6:15 — La Chance aux Chan¬ 
sons. A variety program about 
Dalida md Joe Dassin. . 

7:00.— News In French. 

7: IS — E&M6. A scientific mag¬ 
azine , 

LUND I ... 

6:00—Aii Clair de Lune. 

6:10 — Le Monde Sous Marin 
de Jacques-Vyes Coustedm 
7;00— News In French. 

7:15 — Magazine Sportif. ■ 

. MARDI * 

6:00— Hlstoires Naturelis. A 
Oocianentaiy program about animals,. 


6:30 — Marc et Sophie. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7;I5 — Les Beaux Moments Du 
Cirque. 

MERCRD1 

6:00 — Le Monde est h Vous. 
This Week's guest is French sing¬ 
er Serge Lama, 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15— AzimuL A documentary 
about Madagascar. 

JEUDI 

6:00 — Envoye Special. "SOS 
Terre," A magazine about saving 
the environment. ' 

6:30 — Operation Mozart. : 
7:00—News in French. 

7:15 — A Selection of Varieties 

VENDREDI 

5:30 — Documentary: Oto¬ 
scope. , A magazine about the 
Rohne valley south of Lyon. 

5:50 — Les Cles de Fort 
Boyard. A Game show 
7:00News in French, 

7:15 — Fusion. A scientific 
magazine. 


JTmP f 2 ? Ju, y ' 22 August): Practice working out on Monday, siuinc 
stdl on Tuesday, and listening on Wednesday. y 8 

5?®? (23 £ U l USl -u 22 Sc P lcm b cr ): You should have a pretLy Rood 
go bariin W h C 5ming° m ° S ‘ produclivc midwa y weekend, 

LIBRA (23 September - 23 October): Monday, you may meet a verv 
interesting person. Friday, friends may demand your attention. ^' 

°? 0bcr V 2 ! Nowmber): Keep a low profile through 
Thursday. An exchange of glances on Thursday may be significant. 

i A v G n I iIilii I !.| l i S . (22 Novcm . bcr “ 21 December): A sports date Mon¬ 
day night will help ease tension. The rest of the week may seem bor- 

e C nt^d?p°Sl ( l 2 H DCCembCr ' 19 Ja,,uar y) ; You'll find the midweek 
entrancing. Somebody may try to push you around. You'll prevail. 

J ®? uar y “ 18 February): Monday you should have a 
burst of creativity. Thursday night you might make a friend or two. 

nn S< "1f 19-March-20): Scratch Monday. Tuesday you can make 
up what ever you missed. Visit the folks. 


TOP HITS 


POP SINGLES 



. 1. End of the Road, Boyz IJ 
Men, Motown 

2. November Rain, Guns N' 
Roses, Gefen ■ 

3. Baby-Baby-Baby, Tic, Arista 

4. This Used to be My Play 
Ground, Madonna, Warner Bros. 

5. Humpin' Around, Bobby 

Brovyn, MCA y 

6. Baby Got Back, Sir Mx-A- 
Lot, Reprise 

7. Giving Him Something He 
Can Feel, En Vogue, Epic . 

8. Stay, Shakespeare's Sister, 
London . 

9. Life is a Highway. Tom Co¬ 
chrane, Capitol 

10,. Just Another Day, John Se- 
cada, 3BK • 


VIDEO RENTALS 

1. The Prince of Tides, Brbara 
Streisand, Nick Nolle, Columbia 
Tristar Home Video. 

2. The Hund That Rocks the 
Cradle, Annabella Sciorra, Reb- 
beca DeMornay, Warner Home 
Video (R-1992) 

3. Hook, Dustin Hoffman, Rob¬ 
in Wllliatns, Columbia TriSlar 
Home Video (PG-1991) 

4. Rush, Jason Patrlc, Jennifer 
Jason Leigh, MG MlUA Hotne 
Video (R-1991) 

5. Grand Canyon, Kevin Kltne, 
Danny Glover. FoxVideo (R- 
1991) 

6. Cape Fear, Robert De Niro , 
Nick Nolle, MCA/Uhiversa! 
Home Video (R-1991) 

7. Bugsy, Warren Beatty, Anette 

Benlng. Columbia TriSlar Home 
Video (1991) : 

8. Shinning Through, Michael 
Douglas. Melanie Griffith, Fox- 
Video (R-1991) 

9. Stop! or My Mom Will 
Shoot, Sylvester Stallone, Estelle 
Getty, MCA/UniverSal Home 
Video (PG-13-1992) 

10. Father of the Bride, Steve 
Martin, Touchstone Home Video 
(PG-1991) ■ 




? * t } a ■ 
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Would You 
Believe. 

Two-time Nobel Prize 
winner Linus Pauling 
atyB he takes 18,000 mili- 
grams of Vitamin C a day, 
which is 300 times the 
recommended daily re¬ 
quirement. He's 91 yean 
* « • 

There are more than 
200 bones in the human 
body. 

Bob Hope appeared on 
“The Tonight Show” 
more than 130 timeB. 
Joan Rivers and David 
Steinberg both have ap¬ 
peared more than 100 
times on the talk show. 

* * * 

The first airline stew¬ 
ardess took her post way 
back in 1930 on a United 
Airlines flight from San 
Francisco to Cheyenne, 
Wyo. 

* * • 

During the season, 
Boms lion couples mate 
more than 100 times in a 
single day. 


* CROSSWORD PUZZLE * 


By GARY LARSON 


acrom 

1 Party for 
man only 
S Meatjaify 
10 Quiy - 
14 Table cf— 

IB Laaao 

18 Mde* 

17 Fnoano a 
IB Qooaa genus 
IB 8Npbad 
20 Nonaanaa 
22 Andean 
denizens 
24 Cuphancfla 
26 British 
decorations 
26 Lamentation 
X Quail 
34 Streamlets 
36 Monks of 
Tibet 

36 Teachers’ 
org. 

37 Jannings 
or Ludwig 

36 Went to the 

potto 


41 Turns to 
Squid 

42 Prize money 
43. Flattened 

fish 

45 FaHne 

46 Spheres 

47 Knohsn 
hem 

48 Black Bsa 
port 

81 Thsstsr- 


40 Relative 


CtSM TBbui* UHlB 


reefing 

matter 

M Strike with 
stones 

67 Ordeal 

68 Tract 

60 Winglike 

61 Part of 
ancient 
Qreece 

62 "-old 
cowhand" 

63 Ms. Home 

64 Conforms to 
66 Ladoga. 

(or one 

DOWN 

1 Used a gun 
SanteM. Ine. 


2 Bustle 

3 Physicist's 
concern 

4 Seed 

5 Resting 
place lor 
Noah's ark 

6 Madrid man 

7 Over 

8 FoNowar 
luff. 

B NewMexioo 
caverns 

10 Terre 
Haute's 
river 

11 Astringent 

12 An Andrews 

13 Signs 

21 Yearnings 

23 Depressed 
states 

26 Cupolas 

26 Newspapers, 
In general 

21 Restrict 

28 Suspect's 

29 No?well 

30 Foolish 

31 Sluggish 

32 Nervous 


33 Consumed 
36 Ms. Montez 
and others 

38 Word for 
wont 

39 Director's 


41 Tsemdfreo 
tore: abbr. 

42 Compassion 
44 Cost — 

46 Eucalyptus 
eaters 

47 Fold 

48 Ring stone 

49 Remove 

60 Verve 

61 Evergreen 

62 Sal free. 

In a way 

63 — la Douce 

64 Plumbing 

S roblem 
sth 

58 Caviar base 



JORDAN BRIDGE 


By Tannah Hirsch 

YOU BE THE JUDGE 

Bom VULNERABLE. South deals. 

* Q93 

V 86432 

♦ 965 
#42 


tion, but a Ktex and Desist* order. Mr, North, 
who we acknowledge is an accomplished bridge 


♦ 762 

♦ J10 9 
I Q73 

♦ AQ108 


* 4 

V KQ 7 5 

* J1082 

* 9 7 5 3 


4 AKJ1085 
TA" 

♦ AK4 . 

* KJ6 


ThebWding: 
•StHijh West 

Pass 
:• Pass 

.':'PrM:V-; . Pass 


North 
2 NT 

44 


'East 

Pub’ 

Pus . v..| 


a trick-reduction expert, all because or inis 
hand. . ! j , 

"After a normal auction, South became declar¬ 
er at four spades. He won the opening heart lead 
perforce, crossed to the nine of trumps and took 
a losing club to the king. That lost to West's ace, 
and the trump return removed dummy's last 
fang. As a result, declarer, still had to lose a trick 
in each minor suit for down one. 

"You must surely agree that South was a vic¬ 
tim of bad luck Both club honors were wrong, 
trumps did not break and West, the defender 
with the long frump, also was the one who held 
the ace of clubs. We ask for judgment in our fa¬ 
vor," 1 ' 

7My client, Mr. iNorth, feels that anything he 
says about South is complimentary, considering 
the way he played this hand. He started out with 
nine tricks m lop cards. Once the defenders *d 
not start by stopped Rpm scoring a club njff for 

wjfiUfiilfagtefci !;■:kJ'l 


ig flhitoial. csorepe#^ ^; r : 


. "After winning the qce of hearts, 9qiJth should 
simply have led a club from hand, wW/a 
club again when he regained the lead. The con¬ 
tract would then have been ironclad, since de- 
darcrt last club could be ruffed in dummy. 
Wbat South did was to reduce his triclrs from 10 

' 1 Sse dismissed: North’s description of .South 


is no|‘ fil^nrtwows 1 



Roommates El via and Salman Rushdie sneak 
a quick look at the outside world. 



: j ’ !l I 

.i: - 

;!••• / It;.-. 


kw fi' 

1 i 

-•• 1 ■ 1 i 

IIS' ? ; t 

i(i- m- 3 i 

Vti 1 11 

• • Ifi'i, ' I 
«:::!?• t: 

■r 'id 


ill 

1-1 ijiijiij: 

j! 

i - 

ii IM li! 

k : ?s M. 


































































































